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ties upon the subject, and read the following abstract as the result of his 
inquiries :— 

It appears that the species of animals more or less nearly resembling the 
domestic fly, are so numerous that a recent writer has described no less than 
1700 resident in Europe alone. The order is more frequently called Myidai, 
than by any other name. Three groups of genera most commonly interfere 
with our comfort. The first, composed of Trachinia, with its allied genera, 
are most remarkably characterized by the rapidity of their flight; the se¬ 
cond, Sarcophaga, and its allies, by sucking a variety of objects, and by a 
fondness for putrid flesh ; and these include the most common domestic fly, 
Sarcophaga, formerly Musca domestica; and the third group, formed of 
Stomoxys and the genera which resemble it, by piercing the object which 
they suck, thus extracting, in many instances, blood from the human subject. 

These classifications are formed on the study of the perfect insect, the 
well-developed parts of which admit of minute subdivision and discrimina¬ 
tion ; while nice distinction seems impossible with the larva?, which much 
resemble each other. All of them undergo their changes within a shell 
formed out of their own external skin ; and they produce no web. 

The larva? of the Trachinkhe pierce animal bodies, enter quite into their 
interior, and live there. The Sarcophagida? are viviparous, the parent de¬ 
positing no egg but living maggots. They are deposited on the surfaces 
of bodies, and never enter them. The parent, in general, prefers putrid 
matters for their nidus. The larva? of the Stomoxyda?, in general, insert, 
an appendix of the forepart of the body into the animal matter to which 
they adhere, and remain attached by it. 

These notes are compiled from Mr. Westwood’s Introduction to Ento¬ 
mology ; and it was thought not improper to present them for the use of 
members of the College, in connection with the injuries inflicted by these 
animals on the human body. 

Case of Fracture of the Thigh successfully treated by Keiv Appa¬ 
ratus. —Dr. Henry Hartsiioune stated that lie had, recently, through the 
kindness of Dr. R. P. Thomas, one of the surgeons to the Episcopal Hos¬ 
pital of this city, had ail opportunity to make a full trial of the apparatus 
described and exhibited by him to the College about two years sincethe 
most essential novelty of which consisted in the principle of suprapelvic 
counter-extension. The details of the case were, briefly, as follows:—• 

John Curry, a carter, aged 49, was admitted to the hospital, July 17, 
1860, with a transverse fracture of the lower third of the femur. When 
the fragments were coaptated, there was, of course, no shortening; but dis¬ 
placement easily occurred, producing, on account of the muscularity of the 
patient, decided projection at the seat of fracture. The apparatus of Dr. 
Hartshorne, above alluded to, was applied the day after his admission. It 
is composed of two long outer splints, each of which is widened at its upper 
end sufficiently to allow of a bar or cross-piece being placed from one to the 
other over the umbilicus of the patient, who lies between the two splints. 
The counter-extension is made from this cross-bar. At their lower ends 
the splints are much narrower, and are fastened to a foot-board for the pur¬ 
pose of fixity and steadiness. Extension is made by means of a rotating 
cross-bar or windlass (between the splints, below the foot), to which adhe¬ 
sive straps connect the extremity. An attempt was made, during the 
first few days of the treatment of this ease, to use adhesive plaster for coun- 


1 See Am. Journal of Med. Sciences, October, 1858, p. 395. 
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ter-extension. But, notwithstanding the utmost care, the straps became 
creased, twisted, and rolled into such shapes as to become very uncomfort¬ 
able to the patient, and they were consequently abandoned. The perineum 
was then smoothly and accurately covered with pieces of kid spread with 
soap-plaster, and the common stuffed perineal band was applied. This 
answered the purpose without discomfort and without excoriation during 
the whole of the rest of the treatment. The middle splint, which forms a 
part of the original apparatus, wms dispensed with in this case. Coaptation 
was maintained by the strips of Scultetus, and the limb was secured to the 
long splint upon its outside by a broad bandage; a junk-bag being inter¬ 
posed between the splint and the limb. A flat junk-bag or cushion was 
also placed under the injured limb, reaching from just beloiu the tuberosity 
of the ischium to just above the heel. 

Notwithstanding the prepossession of the patient against the apparatus, 
from his having heard that it was new, he soon became quite reconciled to 
it; and upon its removal, September 8, there was found to be absolutely 
no shortening, and no deformity whatever. The small amount of callus 
thrown out could only be detected by palpation. 

The entire success of the treatment, even of this single case, is sufficient 
to demonstrate the availability of the plan of suprapelvic counter-exten¬ 
sion, which, so far as Dr. H. H. was aware, had been first applied in this 
apparatus. No objection or difficulty of any kind presented itself in the 
management of this case. 

It was evident, however, that the apparatus could be simplified by making 
the counter-extending cross-bar j't.rcd instead of revolving, and by modify¬ 
ing the foot-board into a simple joining piece for the splints. 

In this form, or modified in any manner which may bo suggested, he 
could not avoid the opinion that the principle of supra-pelvic counter¬ 
extension is deserving of more extended trial. It may be urged, at least, 
on its behalf— 

1. That it is, surgically, more correct than the oblique counter-exten¬ 
sion of Desault’s apparatus, being directly in the line of the limb. 

2. That, as the pressure of the counter-extending band is chiefly upon 
the tuberosity of the ischium, the tendency to the production of excoriation 
is much less than with oblique counter-extension. 

3. That such an apparatus admits of greater stability and security than 
those ordinarily in use. 

4. That in its simplest form it is not more difficult of construction, while 
it is decidedly more convenient in its application than Desault’s apparatus, 
and requires less subsequent modification or arrangement. 

Lastly, he repeated his conviction of the advantage (as compared with 
adhesive plaster ) for counter-extension of the protective or supplementary 
tegument of soap-plaster, with the ordinary perineal band. 

Employment of the Golpeurynter for Dilating the Os Uteri during 
Labour. —Dr. Keating read the following paper on this subject: I pro¬ 
pose to lay before the College a novel employment of the colpeurynter, the 
use of which for obstetrical purposes was first suggested by Prof. Braun, 
of Vienna. Although this instrument has crept into practical use so as 
now to be of almost universal application, still it has not as yet been ap¬ 
preciated by many as thoroughly as it should be. The proposed application 
of the instrument is, I believe, entirely original with myself, and as the 
purposes which it subserved in the case I am about to relate were of the 
gravest character and the results most successful, I deem it just to suggest its 



